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Abstract

This paper proposes a unified theoretical model of depression based on the concept of intelligence as
institutionalized error correction. Depression is conceptualized as a dysfunction of error processing
systems, characterized by (1) excessive generation of prediction errors, (2) pathological elevation of
precision, and (3) suppression of updating mechanisms including cognition, action, and environmental
modification. Through this framework, diverse symptoms of depression are derived from a single
dynamic principle. The model provides an integrative account that bridges cognitive, affective, and
behavioral domains, and suggests novel implications for clinical intervention.
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